
Bert Church High School 
Graduation Meeting
October 12, 2024



Introductions

• Principal

• Nicola Tysowski

• Assistant Principals

• Dan New – Grade 12’s Last Name A– I

• Marie Cumberland – Grade 12’s Last Name J – Q

• Robert Makkreel – Grade 12’s Last Name – R – Z

School Counsellor for 10's & 12's

• Suzanne Tiemstra

• Other Graduation Supports

• Student Services Admin. Assistant– Mrs. McNevin

• Grad Coordinators – Mr. Verhees & Mr. Ferguson

• Office Support – Lisa Chadwick



Objectives

• Ensuring you are in position to 
earn your High School Diploma

• Informing you of how we will 
celebrate your graduation



Expectations

• Be registered in the necessary credits to 
fulfill your Diploma requirements

• Attend classes regularly and maintain a 
passing grade

• Marks must be above 50% as of mid-
term in Semester 2 (April 19th)

• Students with more than 15 unexcused 
absences in a course must meet with 
administration prior to being approved 
for the ceremony list



Graduation 
Requirements

Link to AB Education

AlbertaHighSchoolDiploma 
Requirements

Sticking Points & Common Misunderstandings

English @ a 30 Level
Social @ a 30 level
Math @ a 20 level
Science @a 20 level
CALM
PE 10
10 cr of options at any level
10 cr at a 30 level (other than 

Engl/SS)

Here's what it looks like on the Credential Checklist

https://www.alberta.ca/education-guide-alberta-high-school-diploma-graduation-requirements-english.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/education-guide-alberta-high-school-diploma-graduation-requirements-english.aspx


Administrator/Counsellor 
Check Ins

1st We have already completed the first basic round of 
checking requirements for HS Diploma based on PowerSchool list 
of courses.

2nd We will check again after Semester 1 marks are in. If less credits 
were achieved than anticipated, changes will need to be made to 
Semester 2 and clearly communicated.

3rd. We will check a third time at the end of Quarter 3 (April 12th) to 
ensure all classes are passing for the final Grad Ceremony list on May
16th

• If there are changes other than those times because life happens . . 
Please connect with the correct Admin and/or Counsellor Ms Tiemstra



myPass Credential Print Out with Parent Signature

Step 1 – Sign in using your Education Account (not school email)



Parent Signed 
myPass Credential 
Print Out

• Step 2: Click View 
Credential



Parent Signed 
myPass Credential 
Print Out

• Step 3: Check your list of 
remaining courses 
needed and verify with 
your PowerSchool list of 
courses registered, 
then download, and print 
the credential



Parent Signed myPass Credential Print Out

• Step 4: Parent signs on the printed credential page and student 
turns it into Student Services by October 20th



Parent Signed myPass Credential Print Out

• Parents can link to student account until the student turns 18. At that 
point, parents are automatically disconnected.



Graduation 
Ceremony
• Friday, May 24th, 6:00 PM, 

Genesis Place. Doors will open 
at 5:00 PM
• Ceremonial tickets will be given 

out as a memento

• Each graduate will be given four 
guest tickets initially with 
numbers reviewed after the first 
round (we must not exceed 
capacity limits)



Valedictorian

• The Valedictorian has the honor of giving a speech 
at the graduation ceremony. This speech shares 
common memories, realities of graduation, and 
future aspirations of the Class of 2024.

• The Valedictorian is selected through a 3-step 
process which has its foundation as excellence 
in academic achievement.

• Shortlist application packages will be given out 
April 26th.

• See the graduation handbook for more details



Honor Cords & Honorable Mention 
worn at the Ceremony

• Marks are computer calculated using 
the notes and guidelines in the 
graduation handbook

• Students receiving honors or 
honorable mention cords will have 
their academic recognition announced 
as they walk the stage, noted in the 
program, and receive honor cord (s) to 
acknowledge their hard work.



Graduation 
Banquet 
Committee

This will be a parent run event and we need your 
help!

Save the Date: Saturday, May 25th, 2024, at the 
Westin Hotel at the Airport.

How can you help to lower the costs of a ticket?

➢ Fundraising- share with friends and family, we 
currently have Purdy’s chocolates on the go.

➢ Drop your bottles off at Hometown Bottle” 
Depot and mention “Bert Church Grad 2024 to 
have your money donated to the committee.



Own a business or know someone that can provide corporate 
sponsorship? Every little bit helps to keep banquet ticket costs 
as low as possible.

Students and parents can have their voice heard by scanning our 
QR code and filling out our short survey.

Follow us on Facebook: BCHS Grad2024 or Instagram: 
bchs_grad2024 with up-to-date information

Next Committee meeting is Monday, October 23 - 5:30 PM @ Bert 
Church School in the conference room. Everyone is welcome!

How to contact us: bchsgrad2024@gmail.com



• All eligible graduates of 2024 have 
received an invite to the Google 
Classroom. It is crucial to stay 
connected to the Classroom in 
order to:

• Receive surveys to choose 
recessional songs, 
processional/recessional 
teacher, baby photos, 
graduation gown 
measurements, etc…

• Vote on anything grad related

• Receive reminders and 
documents

• Know what Lunch N Learns are 
offered and when Post 
Secondary Schools are visiting



Grade 12 
Tuesdays at a 

Glance

• Sept. 26th Lunch N Learn Topic: How to set up Apply AB for Post Sec

• Oct. 12th - Grad and Parent Meeting

• Oct. 17th - Lunch N Learn Topic: Post Secondary 101 - this is for 
students not ready to apply yet and need to know how to research 
different schools or programs.

• Oct.18th - AB Post Secondary Event (28 Universities and Colleges) 6-
8:30pm in the Gym HERE

• Oct. 24th - Lunch N Learn Topic: Admission Cycle and how conditional 
acceptance works

• Oct. 25th - Out Of Province Post Secondary Event - @ Henry 
Wisewood School in Calgary 9-10:30 AM

• Oct. 26th - I am thinking of hosting a Parent Night during Teacher 
Interviews in the Learning Commons where I can go over the Lunch 
N' Learn material for parents. This would be aimed at parents to are 
very confused by all things post secondary because they haven't 
attended themselves or did so in another Province or Country. (please 
send Ms Tiemstra an email if you are interested in attending)

• Nov. 7th Lunch N Learn Topic: Apprenticeship/ Trades

• Nov. 14th Lunch N Learn Topic: Scholarships 101

• Nov/Dec Tuesdays: U of A, U of C, SAIT

• Feb/March Tuesdays: MRU, Leth College, Bow Valley College, etc



• Graduation Portraits

• Prestige Photograghy (LifeTouch Canada)

• Sign Up: December 4th

• Photos: January 8th – 12th (Part A of Engl and SS this week)

• Each graduate will have a photo taken for Yearbook & Wall Composite 
at no cost

• For a full sitting, graduates must bring $40.00 (cash or cheque)

• For casual photos, appropriate props may be brought in

• Complimentary handshake photo with the Principal at the ceremony

• Jewelry

• http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1114800/Bert-Church-High-
School/

• Questions regarding jewelry can be directed to the Josten’s representative, 
Sean Kelly: 403 252 1174 or sean.kelly@jostens.com

• Clothing

• BCHS has set up an online store for school merchandise at the following link

• https://stores.freshbrandgear.com/bert_church_high_school/shop/home

http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1114800/Bert-Church-High- 
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1114800/Bert-Church-High- 
mailto:sean.kelly@jostens.com
https://stores.freshbrandgear.com/bert_church_high_school/shop/home


Order Days:

  1. Thursday, October 12 before & after the Grad Meeting

            2. Friday, October 20 from 10:45 to 12:00

Design Your Jewelry @ www.jostens.com &
Pick Up a Catalogue in the Office or Learning Commons

Bert Church HS - Class of 2024 – Memories For a  Lifetime!

Order Your Jewelry Before October 29 & Receive A Free Hoodie or 
Save $40.00 On Your Order with Discount Code SENIORGIFT40CAD

(excludes Basic Option (P rings) & Senior Jewelry)

Sean & Denise Kelly – 403.252.1774 - sean.kelly@jostens.com

What My Ring Means!

Interested in Class of 2024 clothing & swag?
Go to www.jostenscanada.com/classof2024 & see them at our display

(get your finger sized, ask questions, try on rings, place your order)

We have Varsity Jackets too!

http://www.jostens.com/


Next Steps

Ensure you are connected to myPass and 
bring your signed myPass form to Student 
Services by Oct. 20th

Confirm you are on the Grad 2023 Google 
Classroom page so you don't miss anything

Keep working hard in your classes and 
attending school regularly

Enjoy your last year of high school
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